, cases of congenital heart disease were slightly more than half as frequent as rheumatic heart cases. But when it is considered, as we have already seen, that many infants with congenital heart disease die before they are referred to any clinic, it becomes apparent that the proportions are more nearly equal This bears out the conclusion reached elsewhere (Keith, 1951) , namely, that if all children from birth to school-leaving age are included the proportions of congenital and rheumatic heart disease are roughly the same.
These figures would appear extraordinary to previous generations of medical men, and one reason for the remarkable change in evaluation is that rheumatic heart disease is becoming distinctly less common than it was; another, which concerns us more closely here, is that congenital malformations of the heart are coming to be much more widely recognised.
Relative incidence of cardiac malformations. (Perry, 1931 
